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The Essential Guide to
Building Your New Home.
Everything you need to know before you break ground — from choosing the right
builder to protecting your budget and getting the quality your home deserves.



CONCEPT 2 CONSTRUCTION — NEW HOME GUIDE

Building a home is the biggest
investment of your life.

It should also be one of the most rewarding experiences you'll ever have.

We've spent over twenty years building architectural homes across Christchurch and the Port Hills.

In that time, we've watched clients come to us after bad experiences with other builders — blown

budgets, poor communication, workmanship that didn't match the promise.

This guide gives you the knowledge you need to make the right decisions from day one.
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Every client deserves to hand over their keys at the end of a build feeling like they got exactly what

they paid for — and then some. That standard is non-negotiable for us.

— Tim Lowe, Director, Concept 2 Construction
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Choosing the right
builder.
The builder you choose will have more influence over the final result than almost any

other decision you make. Here is exactly what to look for.

Licensed Building Practitioner (LBP)

This is the legal minimum in New Zealand for Restricted Building Work. Check any builder's LBP status at
building.govt.nz — it takes 30 seconds.

Registered Master Builder

Master Builder membership requires standards of workmanship, financial stability, and business practice. It
unlocks the 10-Year Master Build Guarantee.

A proven track record in your type of build

Not all builders are the same. Ask to see completed projects and speak to past clients directly.

Transparent pricing and variation management

The single biggest source of stress in a build is financial surprises. Ask every builder how they handle variations
— the answer tells you everything.

Clear, consistent communication

You should never have to chase your builder. Ask how often you'll receive updates and who your point of contact is.
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What sets a premium build apart

Premium craftsmanship means plum walls, tight joints, flush surfaces, and transitions between
materials that look deliberate - because they are.

The difference between a good build and a great build isn’t always visible on day one. It shows up
in how the home performs and feels over the years that follow.

Weathertightness

Every joint, penetration, and junction is detailed and sealed to the manufacturer's specification.

Our 300-point quality checklist

Every build is checked against a 300-point quality checklist running concurrently through every stage of

construction — not just at the end. Each stage is signed off before work progresses.

The checklist covers framing tolerances, weathertightness details, insulation continuity, lining flatness,

joinery fit, tile alignment, paint finish, and dozens more items that determine how a home performs for

decades.

Architectural joinery and finishes

We work with trusted specialist tradespeople who understand the standard architectural builds demand.

Thermal performance

Insulation continuity, thermal bridging, and airtightness decisions are made during construction — not after.

Quality you can
see — and feel.





R E A D Y  T O  T A L K ?

Your new home starts
with the right
conversation.

 We'd love to hear about your project — whether you're at the
earlieststages or you have plans ready to go. The first conversation is
always honest, always obligation-free, and always with Tim personally.

 

021 176 3928

 

Christchurch, Canterbury, NZconcept2construction.co.nz

info@concept2construction.co.nz
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